Searching PAJ 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

(1 1)Publication number : 2000-000203 
(43)Date of publication of application : 07.01.2000 



(51)lnt.CI. A61B 1/00 

G02B 23/26 



(21) Application number : 1 1-128363 (71)Applicant : SMITHS IND PLC 

(22) Date of filing : 10.05.1999 (72)lnventor : PAGAN ERIC 

POORE DAVID PHILIP 



(30)Priority 

Priority number: 98 9809730 Priority date : 08.05.1998 Priority country : GB 



(54) ENDOSCOPE ASSEMBLY 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an endoscope 
assembly capable of repeatedly using a used endoscope 
again without disinfecting the endoscope. 
SOLUTION: This optical fiber endoscope assembly is 
provided with a flexible optical guide 1 to be inserted into 
the inside of a detachable sheath 2. For the sheath 2, a 
front end part 21 is closed by a lens 22. The small 
amount of a liquid 3 is filled in a space between the inner 
side 23 of the lens 22 and the front end part 1 0 of the 
optical guide 1 and the refractive index of the liquid 
matches with those of the lens and the optical guide. The 
sheath 2 can be abandoned after being used once and 
the optical guide 1 is reusable together with another 
sheath. The sheath 2 can be arranged at an observation 
position first, and continuously, the optical guide 1 can be 
inserted into the sheath. 
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